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Keynote Title: Social Psychological Interventions to Support 
Student Success 
 
Recent research suggests that brief exercises designed to change 
how students think or feel in school can raise students' achievement 
over months and years. For instance, “growth-mindset” interventions 
that teach students that intelligence is not fixed but, instead, can 
grow like a muscle, can raise adolescents' and college students' 
achievement months into the future. Social-belonging interventions 
that give students confidence that they belong in school can raise at-

risk college students' grade-point-average as long as three years into the future. These 
interventions are not magic. Instead, they address core psychological concerns students’ 
experience in school, which can prevent students from taking advantage of learning resources. 
This talk will review this research, focusing on how these interventions can be adapted by 
educators and implemented at scale in university and college settings to benefit students' 
learning and achievement. 
 

BIOSKETCH 
 

Dr. Mary Murphy directs the Mind and Identity in Context Lab at Indiana University - 
Bloomington. The lab focuses on developing and testing theories about how people’s social 
identities and group memberships interact with the contexts they encounter to affect their 
thoughts, feelings, behaviors, physiology, and motivation.  
 
Dr. Murphy received her B.A. from the University of Texas at Austin and a Ph.D. in Social 
Psychology from Stanford University in 2007, mentored by Claude Steele and Carol Dweck. She 
was a National Science Foundation Postdoctoral Fellow at Northwestern University from 2007-
2009. In 2009, she joined the faculty at the University of Illinois at Chicago. In 2012, Mary and 
the Mind and Identity in Context lab moved to Indiana University - Bloomington where she is 
currently an Assistant Professor in the Department of Psychological and Brain Sciences. 
 
In additional to her work at Indiana University, Dr. Murphy is a principal investigator on the 
College Transition Consortium Project at Stanford University, of which Indiana State University 
is a founding member participant. The work of this project was recently featured at a 
conference at the White House and in a New York Times story entitled, Who Gets to Graduate?  

http://www.mindandidentityincontext.com/
https://p3.perts.net/ctc
http://carnegiefoundation.org/sites/default/files/improvement_research_NICs_bryk-yeager.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/05/18/magazine/who-gets-to-graduate.html?_r=0

